RESOLUTION 'bj

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules,
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency
must first have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council; and

WHEREAS, Los Angeles strives to be an inclusive and equitable city that supports all of its
residents, regardless of racial, ethnic, or cultural background; and

WHEREAS, Los Angeles is home to a large Middle Eastern and North African (MENA)
community from different nationalities, all contributing to the City’s cultural, economic, and social fabric;
and

WHEREAS, the MENA community in Los Angeles has been instrumental in shaping the local
economy, particularly in the business, healthcare, technology, education, and service industries; and

WHEREAS, data from the Census is inaccurate due to the lack of state-level methods to reach,
engage, and collect data surrounding the MENA community; and

WHEREAS, the State of California is home to the largest MENA population in the United States,
yet state and local agencies have historically failed to disaggregate data for MENA individuals, thereby
limiting their access to health, education, and economic development opportunities; and

WHEREAS, representational data is critical for ensuring that MENA communities have a voice in
policymaking, civic engagement, and advocacy efforts, allowing for more inclusive and equitable
governance; and

WHEREAS, currently pending in the State legislature, AB 91 (Harabedian), the MENA Inclusion
Act, would require that starting January 1, 2026, state agencies, board, and commissions in California that
collect demographic data on ancestry or ethnic origin must include separate categories for MENA groups;
and

WHEREAS, AB 91 seeks to create a MENA category for more accurate demographic
representation and equitable distribution of resources in the State of California;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that by the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los
Angeles hereby includes in its 2025-2026 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 91 (Harabediag

which would require state and local agencies that collect demographic data on ancestry or ethnic origi o
include separate categories and tabulations for major Middle Eastern or North African groups. - e-g
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